
 

President’s Message 

T he unofficial end of summer is fast approaching.  Along with it is the 
proverbial question, ‘And what did you do over summer vacation?’   Some 

people helped with the New Teacher Orientation.  Thank you very much for your 
help. 

 

For well over 9,000 NEA members, including Charlotte Green and me, part of the 
summer was spent in San Diego at the NEA Representative Assembly conducting 
the business of the Association.   The delegates were kept busy.  

 

About 92 New Business items were discussed, debated, amended and finally 
adopted or defeated.  Fourteen Resolutions were amended, added, or 
tweaked.  Several Bylaws and Standing Rules were amended.  The NEA Fund 
for Children and Public Education collected over l.6 million dollars for the 
next election cycle to be used nationwide for candidates and ballot issues.  

 

Many delegates attended a Town Hall meeting with U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan.  NEA President Dennis Van Roekel challenged the delegates to lead 
the nation in transforming public education.  

 

The delegates bid a fond farewell to General Counsel Bob Chanin who has been with NEA for 40 years.   He 
has been a great advocate for educators and support professionals.  He argued five cases dealing with education 
before the U.S. Supreme Court winning four of them.  

 

NEA Students and NEA Retired arrived before the Representative Assembly for their own annual meetings 
and a collaboration project they have been doing for several years called Outreach to Teach.  NEA members 
give back to the community where the NEA-RA is being held.  This year over 400 volunteers gave Balboa 
Elementary School a makeover.  Volunteers painted, put together new cafeteria tables, made bulletin boards 
and helped with a makeover of the school library media center sponsored by Target.  

 

The NEA-R Annual meeting was held after we helped with the makeover.    Business was conducted with voting on 
New Business Items and Bylaws, fundraising for the NEA Fund and elections.  NEA-R has six members on the NEA 
Resolutions committee.  Charlotte Green was elected as fifth alternate to the NEA Resolutions Committee.    

 

As part of the business meeting, awards are handed out.  This year the JCEA-R Connection won first place for 
newsletters for a local with an established newsletter!  Congratulations Charlotte.  

 

As you plan for and enjoy Labor Day weekend, plan to attend the fall meeting.   It will be held on Monday, 
September 14, 2009, at 9:00 AM at the JCEA office, 1447 Nelson St.  The business meeting will begin at 9:30 
with speakers from CEA and PERA. 

  

You should have received your membership information and calendars.  Annual members, please send your renewal 
in as soon as possible.  Everyone please send in any changes in e-mail and addresses.  Also send your contribution 
for political action to CEA.  

 

I hope I will see you at the September meeting and at the Holiday Luncheon. 

 

Gail Knowles  
JCEA-R President 
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 Striving  to Help Hungry Students in JeffCo  

 

J CEA-R is making the Arvada Food Bank and its Feeding the Future Backpack Program our very own project 
this year.  We kicked off our drive at Mount Vernon with a visit from one of the food bank's coordinators, 

Mary Ross.  We hope to continue our drive throughout this next year.  JCEA-R encourages members to learn 
about this program and to help if and as they can.  The following is Mary's letter to us: 
 
Dear Friends,  
We at the Arvada Community Food Bank thank the JCEA-Retired Teachers for adopting our Feeding the Future 
Backpack Program as a fundraiser for your organization for this year.  The Backpack Program strives to meet 
weekend hunger head-on for those children who depend on the breakfast and lunch programs at their schools 
for their main nutritional needs.  The schools we are currently serving are 
Foster, Fitzmorris, Allendale, Lawrence, Russell, and Arvada Middle. We 
are hoping to include Pennington and Swanson in our program this school 
year.  We will then be serving approximately 800 children. 
 

The Food Bank purchases and supplies about $120 of food per student 
during the school year. We are dependent on the community to support 
this program.   We thank your members who so generously contributed 
to the Backpack Program at the Mount Vernon luncheon on July 23 rd, 
providing half-year ($60.00) and whole-year sponsorships of $120/
student.  Thank you! 
 

Mary Ross and Chris Michalik  
Coordinators, Feeding the Future Program 

Arvada Community Food Bank  
8555 W. 57th Avenue, Arvada, CO 80005 

 Notes from the 
Membership Corner  

I ’m sure you all realize by now that it is membership time!  By the time you receive this edition of The JCEA-R 
Connection you should have all received your membership materials.  BE SURE ALL YOUR MONIES, 

NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE, AND E-MAIL CHANGES ARE TO ME NO LATER THAN MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 
2009.  If you have questions or know of someone who did not receive their membership information, 
please e-mail me at pinkroses3@live.com or call me at 303-423-5558.   
 
The new JCEA-R directory will go to the printer on Wednesday, September 9, so I must have everything ready 
before then.  The new directories should be ready for pick-up at our Fall meeting on September 14th.  All new 
retirees are receiving this JCEA-R Connection as well, so be sure all of you have your membership forms and 
money in on time and we'll see you at our Fall meeting!  We are growing steadily, keep up the good work! 
 
I know we are all very proud of the JCEA-R Connection, but we need to give a HUGE THANK YOU to Charlotte for 
doing such a wonderful job for us.  Charlotte won the first place award at the 2009 NEA-R Annual Meeting for an 
outstanding publication!  She is so deserving of this award and I know we are all very proud of her and want to 
thank her for doing such a fabulous job!  Congratulations, Charlotte!!! 
 

Lou Ann Elliott 
JCEA-R VP and Membership Chair 

 

 
 The deadline for the  

December JCEA-R Connection  
is November 15th . 

 
If you have suggestions  

or information to be included  
in the December issue,  

please contact:   
 

Charlotte Green 
720-320-1721 or  

970-378-7622 
char@unidial.com 

mailto:pinkroses3@live.com
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  CEA Board Highlights  

O ver half our members now receive their JCEA-R Connection by e-mail.  Thank you for saving us over 
$200 per issue…. almost $1000/year! 

 
Would you like to join those receiving the color JCEA-R Connection via e-mail?  If so, please send your 
e-mail address to char@unidial.com  We’ll continue to mail to those who prefer the printed version.  Also, 
if you didn’t receive the Connection in the manner you requested, please let Charlotte know.   

F irst, thank you again to everyone who voted for me to attend the NEA -Retired Annual Meeting 
and Representative Assembly in San Diego this summer.  Gail Knowles has already detailed our experiences 

on the front page.  We worked to represent you well.  Winning the election and newsletter award were definite 
highs for me!  Working on Balboa elementary was fun and rewarding.  Smoothly conducting the association  
business in conjunction with 10,000 delegates is always amazing.  Now it is once again back to work. 
 

You should have just received your membership information, calendar and August CEA-R Communicator.  Your next 
issue will be out in November with information about running as a delegate to the 2010 CEA Delegate Assembly 
(April 22-24 in Denver) and 2010 NEA-R Annual Meeting and NEA Representative Assembly (June 26-July 6 in New 
Orleans).  I urge you to consider being a delegate.  JCEA-R is the largest retired group in CEA.  We want to be well 
represented in the sixty-five CEA Delegate Assembly retired delegates or four Colorado retired delegates elected 
for NEA Representative Assembly.  See the Communicator for other deadlines to follow. 
 

If you have any change of information —phone, address, or e-mail, please send to Lou Ann or me.  Then ALSO go to 
coloradoea.org, click on ‘Contact Us’ on the left and complete the Membership Record Update form. 
 

The CEA Board, CEA-R Advisory Council, and CEA-R Task Force all meet in September.  We are continuing to work 
on avenues to stay in touch with our retired members, particularly this year with PERA being the big topic at the 
legislature.  I urge you to stay up-to-date with as much information as you can.    We may have a real fight ahead of 
us.  If you missed the listening tours, you can go to the website copera.org to see the webcast and give your input.  
More good sources for information and updates are:    
The CEA site—coloradoea.org—contact legislators, subscribe to You & CEA, update your membership record 
Two PERA sites—copera.org and capwiz.com/copera 
Friends of PERA—friendsofpera.com 
Also sign up with Carole Wright, the retired representative on the PERA board, to receive her regular updates by 
sending an e-mail to get on the list to cdwright01@mindspring.com 
  

As an active, you annually contributed $39 to the Colorado Fund to fund ballot issue campaigns and candidates and 
$12 a year to the Public Relations fund.  Retirees do not have those contributions built into their dues, however we 
hope you will contribute something.  Any amount is appreciated and will help our fight to keep PERA and protect 
our students, schools, and teachers.  Forms and more information are in the Communicator. 
 

If you have further questions, comments or concerns, please get in touch with me.   I looking forward to seeing you 
at the meeting in September.   

Charlotte Green 
CEA Board of Directors 



ANHEUSER-BUSCH BREWERY TOUR 
 

O ur tour, June 17th, took us through the brew 
houses, cellars, packing plant, Clydesdale Hamlet 

(gentle giants) and ended with complimentary tasting of 
seasonal brands on their beautiful outdoor patio.  Two of 
our group favorites were BUD LIGHT LIME and WILD BLUE. 
 

We also learned about the Anheuser-Busch company, their 
community out-reach programs (bottled water to Katrina 
victims ...…) and the retirement farm for their Clydesdales. 
 

On the way back to Denver, we stopped at Johnson’s Corner 
(‘one of the top five truck stops in the country’) for lunch 
and a walk through their gift shop. 
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E njoying JCEA-R Events over the summer with friends 
and members were:  Sally and Ed Augden, Norma and 

DeWitt Baulch and Sheryl Schacht, Rose Ann Blaschke, 
Lorraine Bowen, Cheryl Busch, Carolyn Campbell, Ralph 
Cundiff, Kathy Danhour, Jeanne Duffy and her husband Phil, 
Lou Ann and Fred Elliott, Cherylene Evans, Mary Forester, 
Diane & Rick Hammond- Blessing. Alan Hubbard, Betty Ill, 
Joanne and Cal Johnston. Claudia and Joe Jones, Margaret 
Kaschak, Gail Knowles, Mary Ann and Dennis Larsen 
and Beata Biro (a teacher from Hungary), Janet Johnson, 
Lenore Krinsky, Marie Lindvall, Snow Lopez, Marilyn 
Mallander, Catherine Maxwell, Carolyn Messerly, Barb 
Montgomery, Alice Muffly and husband Ken Carmosino, 
Diane Mulvaney, Barb Nelson, Susan Niles, Adrean Pepper, 
Mary Pilcher, Lindy Reed, Shirley Smith, Dee Talasek, and 
John Young.  
 

²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ  
and share the fun? 

We hope to see you soon!! 

Summer Fun with  
JCEA -R Events!  

ɂ-    CREEKSIDE BREAKFAST and     ɂ- 
GOLDEN WALKING TOUR 

 

W e had a glorious August 14 th summer day for our 
breakfast at Golden’s Bridgewater Grill.  From our 

patio table, we could hear and see nearby Clear Creek.  
After breakfast, we strolled up one side of Clear Creek and 
then down the other to view Golden’s outdoor sculptures. 
 

The sculptures are primarily in bronze and must ‘historically 
celebrate the community’s heritage’.  There are currently 30 
sculptures along Golden’s Clear Creek greenbelt and 
Washington Avenue. It was a most enjoyable summer 
morning.  

ɂ  MOUNT GOLIATH WILDFLOWER HIKE  ɂ 
 

O ur guides took us down a trail on July 14th that wound 
through alpine tundra and sub alpine meadows.  The 

trail was of contrasts—awesome mountain vistas; delicate 
wildflowers; wind twisted bristlecone pines; cold summit 
winds; and gentle summer breezes.  
 

Highlights included delicate floral treasures such as alpine 
paintbrush, dwarf columbine, alpine forget-me-nots, and 
fairy primrose.  We tried to ‘keep straight’ what you could 
eat (woolly thistle) what you should not eat (death camas), 
what had medicinal properties, what was ósmellyô and what 

was just óbreathtakingly beautifulô. 

ɂ-     RED, WHITE AND BLUE     ɂ- 
AT MOUNT VERNON COUNTRY CLUB  

 

J CEA-R members spent a relaxed July 23rd afternoon on 
the patio of Mount Vernon enjoying a buffet of ‘all 

things summer’ with their Red, White and Blue Celebration. 

ɂ-   Ȭ!2%.ȭ4 9/5 ',!$ 9/5 $/.ȭ4    ɂ- 
HAVE TO GO BACK TO WORKȭ  -!# 

 

O n August 10th, Chad's in Lakewood was the setting for 
the annual, ‘Aren't You Glad You Don't Have To Go 

Back To Work’ MAC for JeffCo retirees.  We welcomed 
Lorraine Bowen, recently retired from Vivian, along with 
fellow JCEA-R retirees.  It was fun to sit and relax and 
celebrate at this annual event!  

ɂ-     HERITAGE SQUARE    ɂ- 
 

S unday, June28th, JCEA-R members enjoyed, ‘That Was 
Then, This Is Loud’ at Heritage Square.  The show, latest 

in their ‘Loud’ series, took our main characters all grown up 
to a nursing home where they performed songs from the 
70's and 80's.  We enjoyed a delicious brunch and the 
nostalgic music and excellent entertainment — and Phil was 
delighted to be among the ladies! 

ɂ-    HERMAN LAKE HIKE     ɂɂ 
 

A ugust 6th found JCEA-R members on a hike to Herman 
Lake.  The flowers were truly gorgeous and colorful. 
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He ART Workshop:  

No Talent Necessary  
 

C apture the life energy and essence of words and 
natural subjects using the ancient style of 

painting, in our "Chinese Calligraphy and Brush-
painting Workshop".  In this "HeART" Workshop 
we create artworks using Sumi-e ink, watercolors 
and this elegant form of painting and writing.  All 
artistic ability levels are welcome.  The facilitator 
is Wendy Satsky, who taught our very successful 
class last January.   
 

The cost has been reduced by using the JCEA office,  
thanks to Dexter and everyone in the office.  Join us 
Saturday, September 26th from 1 to 4 PM at the 
JCEA Office, 1447 Nelson, Lakewood.  The $35 cost 
includes all materials.  Class size is limited so reserve 
your space soon.  A minimum of 6 is required.  
 

Please RSVP by mailing your check (include your 
phone number) made out to Jeanne Duffy at 10160 
W.33rd Ave, Wheat Ridge Co, 80033 no later than 
September 5th.  If you have questions, call Jeanne at 
303-231-9598. 

Finding Energy  
 

E xplore the world of renewable energy at The 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory's (NREL's) 

Visitor Center.  Displays, interactive exhibits and videos 
explain how renewable energy from the sun, wind, plants, 
the earth's heat, water and hydrogen can be converted 
into electricity for homes and into fuels for cars.  While 
random visitors aren't invited into the actual labs, the 
NREL Visitor's Center has great videos and displays on 
alternative energies and is itself, one big display of good 
design and resource conservation.  As a special extra, our 
group will be provided a private tour guide. 
 

Join us Monday, October 12th at 10 AM for our personal 
tour, by making your reservation with Jeanne Duffy at 
303-231-9598 or 2luckyducks@comcast.net.  Be sure to 
include how many are in your party and a phone number 
where we can contact you if need be.  Deadline for your 
reservation is Monday, September 28th.  Our limit is 35 so 
reserve early to guarantee your spot.   
 

Go to http://nrel.gov  for additional information about 
NREL and for directions, though if you can make your way 
to the JeffCo Schools Administration Building, NREL is just 
up the street from the ad building. 

READ ACROSS AMERICA  
 

M any of you are familiar with our participation in Read Across America in March each year, 
but if you've never joined us or if you're a new retiree, please note the date on your new 

CEA calendar -- we'll have more information in future issues of The Connection. 
 

The traditional date is March 2nd but we've found that each school celebrating Dr. Seuss's  
birthday may choose a date around that time that works best with the week's events, including 
testing.  This is a one-day only commitment when our volunteers arrange to visit a school of 

their choice to read to the students.  It's a great ‘kid fix’, as the students always welcome new faces in the building, 
and it's JCEA-R's way to support their hard-working teachers and NEA, who sponsors the event. 
 

We will contact potential volunteers in January -- please call or e-mail me if you have not been involved in the past 
and would like more information. 
 

Thanks to all who helped last spring--hope to see you again! 
Snow Lopez,   snowful@netscape.com or 303-238-3434 

http://nrel.gov
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It’s a Wonderful 
Life  

 

G et your Holiday season off to a 
good start by joining us at 

Grappa's for dinner followed by LǘΩǎ 
ŀ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ [ƛŦŜΦΦΦŀ мфплΩǎ wŀŘƛƻ tƭŀȅ at Miner's Alley. 
 

This beloved holiday classic is captivating as a live 1940’s 
radio broadcast.  Watch our ensemble of actors bring 
dozens of characters to life in this timeless Holiday classic.  
This is the story of idealistic George Bailey as he considers 
ending his life one fateful Christmas Eve. 
 

Join us in Golden on Friday, November 13th for 5:00 PM 
dinner at Grappa Mediterranean Bistro & Café, 1027 
Washington Ave, Golden, CO.  The show LǘΩǎ ŀ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
Life starts at 7:30 PM at the aƛƴŜǊΩǎ !ƭƭŜȅ tƭŀȅƘƻǳǎŜ 
1224 Washington Ave, Golden, CO. 
 

Show tickets are $22 each.  Send your check to Bonnie 
Hayes, 965 Field St, Lakewood, CO 80215 by October 21st.  
Please indicate if you plan to join us for dinner.  For more 
information, call 303-231-9981. 

I  know.  I know.  It's still hot outside.  But it is 
time to get out your calendar and plan for 

December.  Our annual holiday luncheon for all 
members and their guests will be held on 
Wednesday, December 9th at 12:30 PM in the 
dining room of Mount Vernon Country 
Club.  After lunch, we want you to stay for a visit 
with friends and enjoy the view.   
 

Once again this year, we are expecting a brief 
appearance by several of Santa’s elves, though 
due to their busy schedule this time of year, 
their appearance may be brief.  We ask you to 
please refrain from asking for their autographs.  It 
is never a good idea to upset the elves just before 
Christmas or you’ll get your name on the 
‘naughty’ list. 
 

The cost of $15.50 per person includes the buffet 
hot entree and cold salad bar, coffee or tea, 
tax and tip.  You pay for any other beverages 
ordered.  Checks should be made payable to 
Jeanne Duffy and sent to 10160 W. 33rd Ave, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado 80033, no later than 
Wednesday, November 25th.  Your check is your 
reservation and is NOT refundable.  If you have 
any questions, contact Jeanne at 303-231-9598.    

 

Mount Vernon's dress code on weekdays in the 
dining room is business casual.  Please, no 
jeans.  It is your chance to dress for the holidays. 
 

To reach Mount Vernon, take I-70 west to the 
Genessee Park Exit #254.  Turn right at the stop 
sign and follow the road up the hill to Mount 
Vernon.  We encourage carpooling if you can. 

Where Wildlife Meets Wild Lights  
(Denver Zoo Lights)  

 

C ome experience a holiday light safari with more than 
38 brilliantly illuminated acres of lights, featuring 

more than 150 animated animal sculptures that swing 
through trees, jump across lawns, hide in bushes and 
appear in places where they are least expected. 
 

We will meet December 15th at Cherry Tomato Italian 
Restaurant (4645 E.23rd Ave, at Dexter St.) at 5:30 PM for 
dinner and then on to the zoo for this annual celebration. 
 

Admission price is still TBD, but will be available before 
the RSVP date of December 7th.  RSVP Marilyn Mallander 
at 303-477-6327 or mmalland@comcast.net 

W hen sending in reservations, please send 
separate checks for each event.   

 
Also be sure to include your phone number in 
case we need to contact you for any changes. 

Naughty??? or Nice???  



Y ou remember the plot.  You love the characters.  You know ‘THE song’.   
It's no less than the stage adaptation of one of the most celebrated and  

         beloved films of all time. 

 

1920s Hollywood is the setting for this zany, light-hearted romantic comedy about 
the early days of sound film, when many a movie studio found itself scrambling to 
salvage the career of its chipmunk-voiced silent picture star. 
 

Featuring —  You Were Meant for Me, Good Morning, aŀƪŜ Ψ9Ƴ [ŀǳƎƘΣ aƻǎŜǎΣ 
  and of course —  Singin' in the Rain! 
 

Sunday, Nov 15th  NOON dinner/show $35.00   

Deadline--Friday, October 9th 
 

Send checks payable to CARE to:   Pat Baker, 1040 Kearney, Denver, CO  80220   
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Boulder Dinner Theater With CARE  

 

 

 

September 13 Spelling Bee         REMINDER ONLY! 

     Boulder Dinner Theater (CARE) 

 

September 14 FALL Annual Meeting  

  Bring your gently used books. 

 

September 26 HeART Workshop    (deadline Sept 5) 

  JCEA Office 

 

October 6-7 AARP Driver Safety Class (CARE) 

  Central Adams UniServe Office 

 

October 12 Finding Energy          (deadline Sept 28) 

  NREL 

 

October 24 Victorian Horrors  REMINDER ONLY! 

  Molly Brown House/Steubenôs 

 

 

 

 

 

November 13 Itôs a Wonderful Life  (deadline Oct 21) 

  Minerôs Alley/Grappaôs  

 

November 15 Singinô in the Rain      (deadline Oct 9) 

  Boulder Dinner Theater (CARE) 

 

December 9 Holiday Luncheon      (deadline Nov 25) 

  Mount Vernon Country Club 

 

December 15 Denver Zoo Lights     (deadline Dec 7)  

 

   ðððððððð   2 0 1 0    ðððððððð 

February 21 Light in the Piazza   

  Boulder Dinner Theater (CARE) 

 

March 2 Read Across America 

 

May 16  Peter Pan            

  Boulder Dinner Theater (CARE) 

Dates to add to your JCEA-R Calendar !! 

AARP Driver Safety Class  

C ARE (Central Adams Retired Association) is sponsoring a Ψ55 Alive’ Driver’s 
Safety course from 9 AM—2 PM Tuesday and Wednesday, October 6-7th 

at the Central Adams UniServ office, 1235 W 124th Ave, Ste #101, Westminster.  You must attend both days.  
Please bring your lunch.  Cost for AARP members is $12, and $14 for non-members.  Your check MADE OUT TO 
AARP is your reservation.  Please call Pat Baker, 303-322-2176 if you are interested.  They need a minimum 
of 15 participants. 



Jefferson County Education Association 
1447 Nelson 
Lakewood, CO 80215 
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JCEA-R OFFICERS: 
Gail Knowles, President 
Lou Ann Elliott, Vice-President 
Margene Stroup, Secretary  
Marge Bozarth, Treasurer 
 

JCEA-R CONNECTION STAFF: 
Charlotte Green, Editor 
Dexter Meyer, Consultant 

We
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e 
be
en
 u
pd
at
ed
! 
 

Check it out ñ 

www.jcea-cea.org 

Mark your calendar to attend!! 

Fall JCEA-R Meeting 

Monday, September 14, 2009  

9:00 AM 

JCEA Office (1447 Nelson St, Lakewood) 

 

R emember to bring your gently read ‘oldies but goodies’ to exchange for ‘new’ reading.  We 
will have a reading table set up prior to the meeting where you deposit your books.  After 

the meeting, you will be invited to help yourself.  If you bring 2 books you may leave with 2 books.  
Bring 3 books, leave with 3 books.  You get the idea.  Those who bring no books, may take any left 
after participants have chosen what they want.  Any of the leftover books will be donated to a 
worthy organization.   


