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C olorado has had some crazy changes in weather. The weather is not the only
thing changing. With the current economic situation, PERA must make

changes to maintain the stability of the fund. The PERA Board of Trustees
worked hard to put together a comprehensive proposal to take to the legislators.
They presented this plan at Shareholder meetings across the state. You can find
more current information on the PERA website, www.copera.org. You can sign
up to get alerts from PERA or from Friends of PERA, www.friendsofpera.com.
If you do not have access to the internet, ask a friend to get the information for

you or visit your local library. It is important to keep informed. CEA and/or
Friends of PERA may need you to contact your legislators. CEA may also have a

Marge Bozarth - Treasurer -
lobby day coming up.

303-985-0210

Changes are happening in JeffCo. As you may have read in the Insight, the
Board of CSEA (the Jeffco Classified School Employees Association) voted to affiliate with CEA/NEA. The
general membership will be voting on the affiliation in January. CEA may call on JCEA-R members to help
with the voting process.

Last year changes were made in the nominating process (self-nomination) for CEA Delegate Assembly. Other
changes are being made about delegate funding. Delegate Assembly will be held April 22-24, 2010 in the Denver
Tech center. Please consider being a delegate. Fill out the nomination form included with the November CEA-R
Communicator or online at www.coloradoea.org. Make sure you meet deadline dates. CEA-R can always use more
delegates.

Thank you to every one who attended the fall meeting September 14. PERA is always a hot topic. In the spring,
JCEA-R will have its annual meeting on April 6™, 2010. The meeting will start at 9:00 AM with social time
followed by a business meeting at 9:30. Delegate Assembly delegates will meet 11:30-12:30 following the JCEA-R
meeting. Mark your calendars and plan to attend the meeting.

At the annual spring meeting of 2011, there will be elections of officers (five positions). Please think about
becoming an officer.

Thank you to the social committee for all the fun activities they planned this past year. Thank you also for the
upcoming holiday luncheon. I hope to see many of you there.

The Executive Committee and Committee Chairs wish you
all a holiday season filled with joy and happiness.

Gail Knowles
JCEA-R President
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Membership Corner

ur membership today is at an all-time high of 431! We have to set a new goal T how about 450

by this time next year? | know there are at | east 20 ret.i
because I still have 32 former members on my list who have not yet renewed this year! I have sent
reminders, but have not had a very good response. | 0 | | k e Bgpve d sdley pitah/grdsentation

at the pre-retirement seminar on November 14" and we have a new Triple Life member! Welcome to
Candace Fritzler, who will retire in May of 2010! Yea!!!

To those of you who hav-8 Difedtoriepystyic ' ron
will have them at the Mount Vernon holiday luncheon for $2.00 each. Please
contact me, pinkroses3@comecast.net or 303-423-5558, if you have questions or need

membership materials sent. K
-_':-
=
Happy Holidays to all, I hope each of you has a healthy, happy, and _
funf i | | ed season, and | 611 see you e of «
Lou Ann Elliott —djﬁ_;
JCEA-R VP and Membership Chair -
e
1 e —

0 News from the CEA Board 0

You should have recently received your CEA Communicator with information on nominating yourself for CEA
Delegate Assembly and NEA Representative Assembly. We would love to have more JCEA-R delegates. It was
sent by both email and US mail. If you did not receive your copy, please contact Jeanne Beyer at CEA. Please keep
your membership record information up-to-date by going to Contact Us on the CEA website, www.coloradoea.org.

Sadly, we report another death. Ed Robran died Nov 3 after falling down a flight of stairs while vacationing
in Hawaii and then experiencing a number of complications. In lieu of flowers, please make a donation in his name
to a performing arts organization of your choice, the Curious Theatre being his local favorite.

CEA opposes three ballot initiatives which would greatly affect education 8 more information is available at the
CEA website.

#10 - Motor Vehicle Fees, Income Tax, and Telecommunications Fees (Statutory) This ballot measure would reduce the
income tax rate to 3.5%. Estimates of the decrease in state and local revenue are in the range of $1 billion and higher - nearly
doubling existing revenue shortfalls.

#12 - Property Taxes (Constitutional) This initiative would amend the Constitution to set even stricter limits on local control
of local budgets than currently imposed by TABOR. It would sunset all prior and future "de-Brucing" elections. That is,
ten years after a de-Brucing election, the TABOR revenue limit would go back into effect and voters would have to vote
to de-Bruce again or TABOR refunds would have to be issued.

#21 - State and Local Debt Limitations (Constitutional) This initiative would prohibit the future use of Certificates of
Participation (CPO's) as a financing mechanism to invest in capitol construction. Combined with the existing TABOR ban on
government debt, it would virtually halt all investment in infrastructure at the state and local level. It would reduce taxes when
voter-approved debt, such as school bond issues, are paid off and prevent the state from borrowing money.

OQur education funding and PERA battles are just bec
PERA (the Colorado Coalition for Retirement Security), and Friends of PERA. We must protect both PERA and

educational funding for our schools.
Charlotte Green, CEA Board of Directors
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0 Read Across America o

‘ N 7 e are once again looking forward to our annual Reach Across America event
and would |i ke you to make note pf

easy matter, as NEAD®G $ 2010, & jdst atsuggestredadate dfat e

for us to visit the schools.

Because of testing concerns, we anticipate that the schools will prefer to decide
when they would like us to read to the students. Last year many of us read on the
Friday before this date, which would be February 26", 2010. At any rate, we hope
you can be flexible with the dates you are available. We appreciate all the readers we can get for this very
worthwhile and fun event.

<
Pl ease call one of wus and | et wus know i f you% ar
from you by January, one of us will be contacting everyone else who has helped us in the past. If you B
are a new retiree or if you have never participated before, please contact Snow Lopez. Also, if you |=
arcaformerpar ti ci pant and dondédt hear from one of gus
(¢
N

your contact information has changed.

For those of you unfamiliar with Read Across Americait is a one-day event when NEA celebrates the
birthday of Dr. Seuss by sharing the joy of reading with elementary students. We proudly wear our Cat
in the Hat hats (optional!) and give the students and teachers a much needed break from the drudgery
of preparing for the tests. | f y duhisw éots ef fudl e C
You are free to select your own materials a V
recommendations if needed). We can also provide materials and suggestions as needed by hosting an
optional open house before the end of February.

Last of all, this is not limited to JCEA-R membersd please feel free to invite a friend to join us, and
mark your calendar for the end of February or March 2", 2010!

010C-600C 13IUIAN

The RAA Committee:

Snow Lopez - snowful@netscape.com or 303-238-3434
Carolyn Campbell T cjcscat@earthlink.net or 303-697-5503
Margaret Kaschak 17 303-377-9377
Susan Niles T rgsniles@msn.com or 303-422-2899

ould you like to join those receiving the color JCEA-R
February 15" is the deadline for the Connection a n Ghuttbrbugdb pages Vvi a emai

MARCH JCEA-R Connection send your email address to char@unidial.com. We continue
to mail to those who prefer the printed version.

If you have suggestions or information to be

included in the next issue, please contact: ; S .
Charlotte Green Al so, i f y ou CdnnedrionGntthe maenergouv e t h

720-320-1721 or 970-378-7622 requested, please let Charlotte know. The Connection is also
char@unidial.com available on the JCEA website at www.jcea-cea.org.
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ut and about enjoying JCEA-R activities this

fall were: Lavonne Angus, Rose Blaschke,
Diana Bliss and friend Linda Porter, Cheryl Busch,
Carolyn Campbell, Joan Campbell, Sandy Dow,
Jeanne Duffy, Lou Ann and Fred Elliott, Charlotte
Green and sister Bev, Claudia and Joe Jones, Sally
Kiekaefer, Gail Knowles, Mary Kvamme, Marie
Lindvall, Snow and Rick Lopez, Marilyn Mallander,
Carolyn Messerly, Chuck and Corine Murphy,
Francie Newberry, Susan Niles and friend, Adrean
Pepper, Lindy Reed, Sue Riach and guest Carol
Roszell, Tom Stander, Barbara Voth and friend
Nancy Stackhouse, LaRene Wolfe, John Young,
and Bob Zachman.

Come join us and share the fun !!

Hiking Colorado

=/ ]

CEA-R members have enjoyed two ’__40
hikes this fall that, unbelievably, .\ \E

have both fallen on gorgeous, sunny

days. On September 10", we traveled

to Rocky Mountain National Park to

hike to Cub Lake. Despite lots of company from
Douglas County Schools Outdoor Lab students, we
found many moments of beauty, quiet, and almost-
isolation as we climbed to the lake for lunch and then
a short distance above for great views. By joining
the Fern Lake trail we got a different perspective on
the return as we walked beside the Big Thompson
River. A great day and well worth the drive!

We stayed closer to home on October 7™ hiking the
Apex and Enchanted Forest trails in Apex Park out of
Heritage Square. We came bundled up but were
down to T-shirts within 300 yards of the trail-
head. Highlights: seeing elk along the skyline and
enjoying the last warmth and sunshine for several
days.

Finding Energyd NREL

Members attending our NREL tour October 12" had
a quite informative field trip as we explored efforts
to find new clean energy sources from wind, solar,
biomass, ocean, geothermal and hydro sources.

Spelling Bee and
Singind in

eptember 13", JCEA-R members joined CARE

for the Tony Award-winning musical comedy
the 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee show-
casing a quirky yet charming cast of outsiders for
whom a spelling bee is the one place they can stand
out and fit in all at the same time. It was hysterical.

November 13th, they gathered again for the zany,
light-hearted romantic musical comedy Singin in the
Rain. The singing and dancing were superb and the
rain was real. Everyone is now anxiously awaiting
the next show, Chicago, on February 21%. It will be
full of dancing and great music. Reservations are
going quickly so get yours in now. Chicago will be
followed by Peter Pan on May 16™.

Victorian Horrors

O n October 24", JCEA-R members and friends
enjoyed a delicious dinner at Steubens in Capital
Hill and then were treated to the Molly Brown House
Museum's Victorian Horrors.  We enjoyed the
wicked writings by such authors as H.G. Wells and
Edgar Allen Poe while touring the rooms of the
house. The actors and actresses doing their readings
among the dimly lit and festive rooms of the house
made for a wonderfully entertaining evening!

| t 6s a

CEA-R members spent a wonderful evening on

Friday, November 13™ enjoying a delicious dinner
in a private room at Grappa's. They then journeyed
to Miner's Alley Playhouse to be entertained by a
delightful production of "It's A Wonderful Life". 1It's
the traditional show that featured Donna Reed and
Jimmy Stewart done as a radio show and is really
excellent! Because it was opening night we had the
unexpected added feature of goodies served after-
wards with a chance to mingle with the actors and
actresses who did a terrific job! If you get a chance
to see this show you won't be disappointed! What a
nice way to get into the Holiday spirit!

t

h

Wonder f



Pre-Retirement Overview

he JCEA T JCEA-R Pre-Retirement over-

view was held on Saturday, November 14",
at the JCEA office. We sent out 931 invitations
to JCEA members age 52 and older. Sixty-six of
seventy-four registrants attended. A continental
breakfast was provided.

Gail Knowles welcomed the group followed by
Mike Jagel, standing in for Kerrie Dallman,
who spoke about t he
retirement program. Other presenters included
Richard Bower, Attorney at Law, speaking
about estate planning and wills; Robert Holland,
Certified Financial Planner, presenting information
about Long-Term Care; Aimee Taylor, repre-
senting PERA, talking about PERA benefits; and
Lou Ann Elliott, speaking about membership in
JCEA-R.

We would like to thank the following JCEA-R
members for their help in making this seminar
possible: Gail Knowles, Ruth Karenko, Betty
Flaten, Shirley Sternola, Janet Weisheit and both
Diane and Sue at the JCEA office.

Our next pre-retirement overview will be held on
Saturday, April 17", 2010.

Rose Blaschke and Marie Lindvall
Co-Chairmen

denverzoo.0ry
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A REMINDER FROM SANTA

our check for the December 9™  Mount
Vernon holiday luncheonis due no later
than November 25™. Details are in last month's
Connection. Cost is $15.50 per person. Checks are
to be made out to "Jeanne Duffy" and mailed to

A d160 W3rdAbe OMheat RidbdP B sosment a

If you have questions, contact Jeanne at 303-231-
9598 or 2luckyducks@comcast.net.

This is also a reminder that our organization is
working to assist the Arvada Food Bank and their
Back Pack Program. Every Friday the program
provides needy JeffCo students in the Arvada
area a backpack filled with food enough for a
weekend. The program can feed a child for a year
for only $120. You may have seen segments about
this program on the news recently .

We hope members will consider a donation to the
organization. Checks are to be made out to "The
Arvada Food Bank". Designate "The Back-Pack
Program" on the memo line. Bring your check to
the holiday luncheon at Mt Vernon or mail checks
to me and I will add them to what we collect at the
luncheon.

Where Wildlife Meets
Wild Lights
(Denver Zoo Lights)
Reminder

 9NSS[ ‘I [ SwN[OA
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ome experience a holiday light safari with more than 38 brilliantly illuminated acres of lights, featuring
more than 150 animated animal sculptures that swing through trees, jump across lawns, hide in bushes
and appear in places where they are least expected.

Meet December 15™ at Cherry Tomato Italian Restaurant (4645 E.23" Ave, at Dexter St.) at 5:30 PM for
dinner and then on to the zoo for this annual celebration. Admission price is $8.00. Please send your RSVP
by December 7™ to Marilyn Mallander at 303-477-6327 or mmalland@comcast.net
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Genghis Khan Exhibit and Lunch at Encore

‘ N 7 ith the new year, take time to go back to the 12" Century and become better

acquainted with the man that Time and The Washington Post n a me d
most i mportant per s oTheDerdver Miss@im bf Natire
and Science has a new exhibition on Genghis Khan and his time and
place. People who have visited the exhibit have been particularly impressed with
what they | earned and what they hagod
called the worl dbdbs greatest conquer

Weo6r e pl anniThgsday,January i7" statting fvith & 12 noon lunch
at Encore, located next to the Tattered Cover at 2526 E Colfax (between Colum-
bine and Elizabeth) with eaWgblplar il a
to the museum about 2:00 PM. Reservations for the exhibit are just too difficult,
what with some seniors, some members, etc. So we will go, assuming that we can
easily get in at 2 or 2:15 when the school groups have left. ( Mus eum peo |
present trends cont i nu dndividials wé dertainlyn o
welcome to make their own reservations ahead of time (303-322-7009 or
www.dmns.org). Prices for the exhibit, which includes museum admission, ranges from $5 for a 65 and older
museum member to $20 for non-senior non-member, with a $2 handling fee by phone or online. Many JCEA-R
members have memberships that allow other persons to go with them at the member rate, so ask around.

-

B NATURESSCIENCE

WHW.DHNS.ORG « MONTYIEW & COLORADO BLYD. « 303.322 7009

As always, you can come for lunch and the museum or eitherone. We j ust need to know wh

make the final reservation. Please contact Lindy Reed (303-421-9414 or mkhreed@comcast.net) by January 3™ if
you plan to come to Encore. (I know; it's the Holidays. Make your reservation early so you don't forget!)

2010 Denver Restaurant Week

he sixth annual Denver Restaurant Week will be in February again this year.

The participating restaurants offer dinner for a fixed price of $52.80 per couple
or $26.40 per person. The price is based on the fact that Denver is 5,280 feet above
sea level.

Denver Restaurant Week was created to celebrate the culinary scene in Denver and
encourage residents to get out and explore new restaurants and return to old favorites.
This annual event has been very popular with our JCEA-R members. In the past, we
have dined at EIl wayds, Kevin Taylordéds Opera Hou

The activities committee has chosen two restaurants to visit in 2010: The Melting Pot in Littleton
(www.meltingpot.com/Littleton/home.html ) on Sunday, February 21* at 6:30pm and The Briarwood Inn in
Golden (www.thebriarwoodinn.com ) on Thursday, March 4™ at 6:30pm. We hope you will be able to join us for
one or both restaurants this year.

Due to the popularity of Denver Restaurant Week, RSVPs will be needed early. Please RSVP to Marilyn Mallander
at mmalland@comcast.net or 303-477-6327 by January 21% .

s e,
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Boulder Dinner Theater: & hi cagob

"' A pulse racing revival that flies us right into musical heaven." "Wildly entertaining
with a dazzling score." "A dazzling demonstration of the craft of musical theatre."

Join CARE to see Chicagoat the Boulder Dinner Theater. CARE has changed their
tickets to Sunday Matinees. For $35 you enjoy dinner, tea/coffee, a delightful show,
and tax/tip. This is a real bargain as normal matinee tickets in our section are $51 plus
tax/tip/beverages.

In roaring twenties Chicago, chorine Roxie Hart murders a faithless lover and Kol
convinces her hapless husband Amos to take the rap...until he finds out he's been FENSEII B2
duped and turns on Roxie. Convicted and sent to death row, Roxie and another "Merry Murderess" Velma Kelly, vie
for the spotlight and the headlines, ultimately joining forces in search of the "American Dream": fame, fortune and
acquittal. This sharp edged satire features a dazzling score that sparked immortal staging by Bob Fosse. Winner of
six Tony Awards, including Best Revival.

Sunday, February 21* Noon Matinee/Show  $35.00 Deadline--Monday, January 11"

Send checks made payable to CARE to:
CARE, Attn: Pat Baker 1235 W 124" Ave, Suite #101, Westminster, CO 80234

I ‘ N ] hen sending in reservations, please send separate checks |
for each event and be sure to include your phone number I

in case we need to contact you for any changes.

JCEA-R Events for your Calendar !
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Dec 9 (deadline Nov 25) Denver Restaurant Week 2009 (deadline Jan 21)
Mt Vernon Holiday Luncheon Feb 21 The Melting Pot in Littleton

March 4 The Briarwood Inn in Golden
Dec 15 (deadline Dec 7)

Zoo Lights/Cherry Tomato Italian Restaurant March 2 Read Across America

Jan 7 (deadline Jan 3) April 6 JCEA-R Annual Meeting
Genghis Khan Exhibit/Encore Restaurant

April 22-24 CEA Delegate Assembly
Feb 15 Deadline for March Connection

May 16 (deadline April 12)
Feb 21 (deadline Jan 11) Peter Pa® Boulder Dinner Theater

Chicagad Boulder Dinner Theater
June 26-July 6 NEA-R/NEA Annual Meetings



http://www.theatreinboulder.com/boxoffice.html
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Charlotte Green, Editor
Dexter Meyer, Consultant

May the beauty and the joy of the
holiday season bring you and your
loved ones happiness now and
throughout the new year.

Happy Holidays
From the JCEA - R
Executive Committee and
Committee Chairs



